STIRLING OBSERVER COLUMN - ANNE MCGUIRE MP
Like many Scots, I never ate a South African orange, from my childhood onwards, until after Nelson Mandela came out of prison ten years ago and his country abandoned apartheid and started on the road to democracy.  Nowadays, we eat oranges and drink South African wine, if we are inclined, to our hearts content.  Over the next few days, you will be asked to positively buy some foods as Fairtrade Fortnight kicks off. The Fairtrade mark means that the producers of the goods in developing countries are getting a fair process for their endeavours.  More and more shops are now stocking fair-trade goods, such as tea, coffee, chocolate, fruit, wine, rice pastas and cereals and of course jewellery and fashion accessories – a whole plethora of goods in fact. In the Commons, we have fair-trade coffee, tea and chocolate.   On Friday, there will be a Taste of Living event in Wallace High School which will include a cocoa grower from Belize.  So why not do your bit to help Stirling become a Fair Trade City by looking out for the events and of course buying some fair-trade goods.
Many of the world’s poorest people are women, so March 8th, International Women’s’ Day, allows us to celebrate the achievements of women and the disadvantages that they still suffer.  In Britain, we have seen great advances with increased maternity pay and leave, more protection against discrimination in the workplace, commitment to eliminate the pay gap between men and women  it was also pleasing to read last week that in Scotland women are more able to break through the so called “glass ceiling” .  However, for me, one of the greatest advances in recent years has been the introduction of the National Minimum Wage which at a stroke lifted many women out of poverty wages.  We have still a long way to go, but we have indeed come a long way.
As a child, I spent many holidays in Morecambe and got to know the area around there very well.  We walked many a time on the sand flats at Hest Bank where the Chinese cockle pickers left from on their tragic journey a few weeks ago.  Without commenting on the specifics of this particular tragedy as it is the subject of police investigation, I welcome the key objectives in the Private Member’s Bill on Gangmasters being promoted by my Labour MP colleague, Jim Sheridan.  It is not illegal to operate as a gangmaster, and many run legitimate businesses.  The businesses offer a flexible workforce which is vital for parts of our agricultural and fresh produce industries.  But this flexibility cannot be at the expense of the workers who provide this service.  One of the principal aims is to introduce a licensing system for gangmasters in certain industries to ensure that safety and standards in pay are maintained.  The Bill has the support of the National Farmers Union, all of the major supermarkets as well as the Transport and General Workers Trade Union.  I know that it has widespread support in the country as well.
Finally, litter.  Well I hope that things improve.  I met with Councillor Thomson last week to express my dismay at the current level of service and I know that every effort is being made.  The emptying of bins is one of the basic services we expect from a local authority and I think it should be able to be done efficiently.

You can contact me at the Parliamentary Advice Office at 22, Viewfield Street, Stirling FK8 1UA, telephone 01786 446515. If you have access, you can e-mail me on mcguirea@parliamnet.uk, or visit the website www.annemcguiremp.org.uk
