When the Americans do something they do it in a big way....even in trying to agree a government budget.  Last week I was in Washington and saw for myself just how dysfunctional their decision making process can become.  Every Senator and Congressman I spoke to told us that there needed to be a solution, but nobody knew how it was going to be achieved.  Senator John McCain, the Republican who ran for the presidency three years ago, was quite frank in his criticism of the Tea Party element within his own party, who said they would not compromise on anything.  The dispute was wall to wall on all the main US news channels to the exclusion of all other news.  President Obama went on to television asking people to call their Congress Representative to tell them to get it sorted and so many did that the computer and telephone system “on the Hill” collapsed. It was like being in the middle of an episode of the American political drama, “West Wing”,  except this was for real.  The implications of no agreement would have been disastrous for the American economy and the fallout on the rest of the world’s economies equally so.  It now looks as though there now will be an 11th hour political deal, but there surely must be a better way of doing business?

Last year, the Coalition government agreement included a commitment to make our society more family friendly.  Sadly, we are seeing little evidence of this. Parents across the UK are struggling seeing their income fall thanks to changes in working tax credits and the lowering of threshold for receiving them, child benefit frozen , and being abolished for others and the proportion of childcare costs that can be claimed back from government being reduced, not to mention static income and the threat of unemployment.  Overall the impact is disproportionally affecting women with the UK Government’s own Equality Minister publicly warning government departments and local authorities that they will be in breach of equality legislation if they do not examine proposed cuts for any disproportionate impact on women. And now we hear that Steve Hilton, one of the Prime Minister’s most trusted advisers floating the idea that the government should abolish maternity leave;  Blue sky thinking that can be easily dismissed by those who say that Mr Hilton has more bad ideas than good ones or the sign of things to come? 

Stirling and its surrounding areas appear to be buzzing with tourists over the past few weeks and certainly there has been some fantastic publicity drawing people to the City.  I was privileged to attend the Official Opening of the newly refurbished Royal Apartments at the Castle by Her Majesty the Queen.  The apartments are truly breathtaking and well worth a visit.  However here’s the crunch – a visit will cost £39 for two adults and 2 children and if you take granny, another £10, but only if she is over 60! I know that it is a great attraction but the costs may just put off a lot of families from enjoying it. 

Congratulations to the Church of the Holy Rude which have put on a series of events over the summer which have drawn crowds to this beautiful and historic place of worship.  Recently it was full to hear the band of the Scots Guards and there was also a great turn out to hear the James VI Lecture delivered with real gusto and humour by Professor Richard Oram of Stirling University.  There is still an organ recital to go if you are free at 3pm on August 14th. No charge, just a donation to church funds.

Finally, it was a special evening at Forthbank recently when fans said an official goodbye to long serving Chairman and owner Peter McKenzie.  Like anyone involved at this level of football, Peter attracted his fare share of praise and criticism.  Yet week in and week out he kept Stirling Albion going, putting in his own money, when others might have walked away.  Financially,  Scottish football is in real crisis and I wish every success to the Trust (of which incidentally I am a member) in their efforts to keep the Club going and to promote its success.  But it will take more support from local people, so how about a few more bodies turning up on a Saturday for the home games?

You can contact me at the Parliamentary Advice Office, 22 Viewfield Street, FK8 1UA, telephone 01786 446515, by email at anne.mcguire.mp@parliament.uk or you can catch up on my website at www.annemcguiremp.org.uk
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