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If good wishes could win tennis matches, then Andy Murray would surely have won Wimbledon this year.  Like millions of others across the country, I was cheering him on in his exciting semi final match on Friday and shared the disappointment that it was not to be this year.  However, he has brought nothing but credit to himself and Dunblane, so roll on next year where I am sure he will go one round better!
I take it that, like me, you have noticed that we do not seem to be receiving the same volume of “special credit” offers through the mail recently.  It always seemed to me that every bank I had ever heard of, and some that I hadn’t, had written to me at some point, often more than once, to offer me this week’s special offer of money – they almost implied that they were giving the stuff away. Then there were the “blank cheques” that you could use right away, but you had to look very carefully at the small print to realise that the conditions for their use were not the same as for using the credit card attached to them – and so the pressure went on. No wonder so many people succumbed to the temptation and found themselves in deep financial difficulties as a result.

Well last week, the Government published a new Consumer White Paper that will look into the regulation of credit cards, credit repayment and will ban unsolicited credit card cheques.  Although the media emphasis has been on the regulation of credit cards and the like, the Paper also highlights the intention to create a Consumer Advocate with new powers to protect consumer’s rights. 

Over the past few years both our financial arrangements and our shopping habits have changed almost beyond recognition in some ways, and as consumers we need not just to know our rights, but also to have them robustly protected in law.

Whilst talking about changes in the law – a new system for child maintenance is being implemented. Over the years I have assisted numerous local parents – those who should be receiving maintenance for their children and those who have to pay maintenance, who have experienced difficulties with the Child Support Agency.  Recently the number of cases raised with me has reduced dramatically and I hope that this is as a result of the recent changes in legislation.  

As well as the  new child maintenance structures, we have also seen the introduction of a new service - Child Maintenance Options - which offers a free advice service to parents or carers who have a child that lives apart from one or both parents. 
Advice is now available on options, other than the CSA or courts, which parents may wish to consider as an alternative – the telephone number for the Child Maintenance Options free helpline is 0800 988 0988. The CSA route remains open and parents wishing to choose that option can continue to do so, but there may be other ways of dealing with the difficult issue of maintenance payments.
Finally, I was in the Ukraine a couple of weeks ago and as I was coming home through security at the airport in Kiev, I glanced up at the TV screen showing a news magazine programme with the caption “Fintry” and I thought to myself “that’s really strange,  they have a Fintry in the Ukraine?” Then I recognised the wind turbines and I realised that it was our Fintry!  Now I don’t know what was said as my Ukrainian is pretty non existent – but I am sure it was highlighting what a great example that the Fintry renewable project is to communities in the Ukraine.  Fame across the globe!
Finally, finally, congratulations in advance of the official opening of the new Auction Mart later this month.  I am sure it will be a great success and maintain Stirling’s link with the agricultural sector across Scotland and indeed the UK, which will help boost the local economy.   
Over the Parliamentary Recess I will be out and about across the constituency, but you can contact me as usual at the Parliamentary Advice Office, 22 Viewfield Street, Stirling FK8 1UA, telephone 01786 446515 or by email on mcguirea@parliament.uk.

You can also keep up to date with news on my web-site and www.annemcguiremp.org.uk.  
