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Week beginning 10th August 2009

Stirling has been at the crossroads of rural and urban Scotland for generations and that is why I was an enthusiastic supporter of bringing a new Agricultural Centre to the area.  Although the initial plans needed some refinement, the thought of letting this important development go to either Perth or Falkirk, which were the other options for the developers, was unthinkable.  So it was with great pleasure that I joined thousands of people – farmers from all over the UK, local and national politicians - at the opening of the Stirling Agricultural Centre last week.  This Centre has surely cemented Stirling’s reputation as a major player in the agricultural industry not just in Scotland but across the UK.

A gathering of another kind attracted a great deal of attention when the “Clans” assembled in Edinburgh recently.  It was certainly a fantastic tourist attraction and although the numbers at the formal events were perhaps not as great as had been initially expected, the procession down the Royal Mile certainly drew the crowds.  However, I wonder if anyone else felt a little bit squeamish at the overwhelming “shortbread tin” impression that it projected around the world.  The Homecoming event was good for the tourism business, and it should be seen as that.  We need to be careful that  the image of tall men in kilts with eagle feathers in their bonnets, telling us all that they have “come home”, does not overwhelm the true image of the country in which we live.  Modern Scotland leads the way in biosciences, is at the centre of the very competitive electronic creative industry sector, is a country where nearly 50% of our young people go to University and which still has some of the brightest and most entrepreneurial people in the world. We should nurture carefully the reality of a modern vibrant Scotland and celebrate it on the international stage, not simply indulge in an image of a Scotland that is preserved in a kind of historical aspic.  

The night train issue just doesn’t go away.  Richard Simpson and I are still receiving information about the noise and vibration from local residents who live adjacent to or nearby the line. We have tried to keep everyone involved informed about our discussions with the railway companies and the Scottish Government and provide up to date advice about lodging complaints.  You can check my web-site if you wish to find out more.

I recently paid a visit to the Stirling Citizens’ Advice Bureau and had the opportunity to catch up with Chairman, Gerry Powers and manager, Craig Anderson.  The office in Cameronian Street was a hive of activity that morning with a group of new volunteers enthusiastically undertaking their intense training to be advisers.  Like many voluntary organisations, the CAB is always under budget pressure, but the advice and support Gerry, Craig and their team give to people throughout the Stirling area is invaluable.

The Scottish Federation of Housing Associations managed a very unusual thing last week – getting a cross party group of politicians from Stirling and Clackmannanshire – MPs, Gordon Banks and myself, MSPs Dr Richard Simpson and Bruce Crawford, in the same room as councillors from Stirling Council, and representatives from the regeneration groups and other local bodies to take part in a focussed discussion in Stirling on the need to build more social rented housing.  Not surprisingly there was a significant degree of unanimity on the principle, although some concern over the future funding to meet the ambition of building the 10,000 new affordable houses needed. Congratulations all round on what was a very informative meeting.

A word of good luck to Alan Rennie who recently retired as Editor of the Stirling Observer.  Alan’s stewardship of the paper was long and distinguished. I know that he will still be active locally and may well be making local news rather than reporting it! 

Finally, although Parliament itself is in recess - this does not mean either my work or that of the Parliamentary Advice Office stops – contrary to what some journalists would have us believe (Observer team exempted from this criticism of course!).  Over the next few weeks, I will be out and about with my Advice Office team across  the constituency, so I hope I will have chance to speak to as many people as possible.  You can find out when I am in your area by checking the web-site, www.annemcguiremp.org.uk or by calling the office at 22, Viewfield Street Stirling, 01786 446515.  You can also contact me by email at mcguirea@parliament.uk
