

9th January 2012
Anne challenges Governments on scale of child poverty in Stirling
  
Commenting on new figures from the Campaign to End Child Poverty showing that nearly half of Scottish local authorities now have wards where over 30% of children live in poverty local Labour MP, Anne McGuire said: 
 
“Shamefully, Stirling is no exception.  This study is a stark reminder of the scale of the challenge we face as a country in tackling child poverty. It should be an urgent wake-up call for the SNP government that has let child poverty increase on its watch to redouble its efforts.” 
 
“Unemployment and low wages are at the heart of many children living in poverty. Work itself is the best route out of poverty and nobody in work should be living in poverty. That is why as well as investment in the vital early years and improving childcare, we need a renewed focus on creating jobs and implementing a Living Wage for Scotland.” 
 
The study showed that while 14% of children in Stirling are living in poverty, it is shameful to read that in the Castle ward of Stirling almost a third of the children are living in poverty and almost a quarter of those children living in Bannockburn are similarly disadvantaged.”
Anne added:

“Quite frankly, I find these   figures nothing short of disgraceful and if both the Westminster and SNP governments needed a wake-up call, then this is it.   The devastating impact of rising unemployment could not make itself any clearer; People want to work but the jobs don’t exist and the ones that suffer most are the children.   As unemployment continues to rise, both governments must focus on creating jobs; it is time for action not words.” 
 
ENDS 

 

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to editors: 

 
Child poverty in Scotland has increased under the SNP
 
Percentage of children in Scotland living in low income households:
2005/06: 44% (last full year Labour was in government) 
2006/07: 45% 
2007/08: 45%
2008/09: 47%
 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/933/0109982.xls
 
The "percentage of children living in low income households" is calculated from combining HM Revenue and Customs Tax Credit data with population estimates from the General Registry Office for Scotland (GROS). The combination of tax credits which is used can be seen as a proxy for living in a low income household and is recommended by the Scottish Government as one of the best child poverty proxy indicators available at a local authority level. However, it is important to note that this is not the same as being "in poverty" according to official measures. The proportion of children that fall into this category is significantly more than the proportion in low-income poverty as presented in the "Poverty and income inequality in Scotland" publication.
 
Campaign to End Child Poverty findings 
 
The map from the Campaign to End Child Poverty (attached) classes children as living in poverty if they live in families in receipt of out of work benefits or in work tax credits where reported income is less than 60% of median income before housing costs are taken into account. The number of children living in families with less than 60% median income is the official measure UK and Scottish government use to measure progress at national level. The latest (2009/10) official figures show that in Scotland 20%, one in five, children live in poverty on this measure. 
  
The Child Poverty map will also be available online (from Tuesday 10 January 2012) at: http://www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 
  
 
