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give pith confidence





6th December 2011

Anne warns of bogus doorstep collectors in Stirling
Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire, is warning constituents who give unwanted goods on their doorstep to charitable causes to take care in ensuring that the goods will reach genuine charity beneficiaries. 
Supporting the Bogus Bags campaign, Anne said,
 “Charity collections of household goods are an important way of not only reducing waste and preserving the environment, but of generating vital funding for good causes. Charities deliver branded bags to households asking the public to fill them with unwanted clothes and goods for a set collection date. Whether collected goods are passed on for resale at charity shops, sold overseas or recycled, they can generate a solid income stream for good causes.”

“However, we are aware that there are some bogus operators collecting goods and giving the false impression that they are being sold for charitable causes, meaning that charities are losing out on millions in lost income each year.  I am encouraging Stirling’s residents to make a few simple checks so that they can give with confidence to the charities that so desperately need their support and to remember that most collections are legitimate with many charities relying heavily on this income.”
Anne added:

“The Bogus Bags campaign led by the Fundraising Standards Board1 (FRSB) and supported by the Institute of Fundraising2, the Charity Retail Association and Textile Recycling Association is a campaign which aims to help the public give confidently to the charities they care about, and suggest that households take this simple advice”:
Check – Legitimate charity collection bags will clearly state what organisation(s) funds are being raised for and feature a registered charity number.”

 Check these details with the Charity Commission www.charitycommission.gov.uk.
Look for the tick – As with any fundraising appeal, you can look for the FRSB tick logo indicating that the charity is signed up to fundraising regulation and to industry standards. See www.givewithconfidence.org.uk.
Call – A collector would ensure there is a working landline telephone number on fundraising materials for you to contact them on.
Report - After making these checks, if you think that a collection is not legitimate, report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit www.actionfraud.org.uk.
Ends

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to editors:

For more information, visit www.givewithconfidence.org.uk
1. The Fundraising Standards Board (FRSB) is the independent self-regulatory body for UK fundraising.  Launched in 2007, the FRSB commits members (charities and sector suppliers) to the highest standards of fundraising practice, enabling donors to ‘give with confidence’.  Members display the tick logo on fundraising materials, a public commitment to best practice and to being honest, legal and open in their fundraising activities. 
See www.givewithconfidence.org.uk for more information.
2. The Institute of Fundraising’s (www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk) mission is to support fundraisers, through leadership, representation, standards setting and education, to deliver excellent fundraising.  Members are supported through training, networking, the dissemination of best practice and representation on issues that affect the fundraising environment.  The Institute of Fundraising is the largest individual representative body in the voluntary sector with 5200 Individual members and 340 Organisational members

