

6th December 2011
Anne urges carers to find out about help with the costs of caring

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire, added her support to Carers Scotland’s National Carers’ Rights Campaign on Friday 2nd December 2011.

Anne said:

Stirling’s carers are amongst the 650,000 unpaid carers in Scotland who provide care and support to family, friends and neighbours, providing unpaid care worth an estimated £10.3 billion each year. The Carers Rights Day campaign, run by Carers Scotland, seeks to increase the take-up of benefits and raise awareness of carers’ rights and the support that they may be able to get in order to protect their pensions. It might be the Carer’s Allowance, council tax discount, Pension Credit or Housing Benefit that makes a difference.

Furthermore: 
“It’s a real concern that carers in Stirling may not be getting all the help they are entitled to. Carers are fulfilling a vital role in society and without them the NHS and social care system would not be able to cope. It is essential that they are given information about their rights so that they get the support they need.”
Anne added:

“I would urge Stirling’s carers to get in touch with the Carers Scotland’s Advice line (0808 808 7777 or www.carerscotland.org) to receive a free booklet to ensure that they receive the support and help they need.  Nearly three quarters of carers are financially worse-off as a result of caring, with many falling into financial hardship and debt, yet around £80 million per year in carers’ benefits go unclaimed. In this tough economic climate, it is crucial that carers receive clear information on what they are entitled to, and how to claim it.”
Ends

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

