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LOCAL MP BACKS SAVE OUR SOLAR CAMPAIGN

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire has called for the UK coalition Government to rethink its devastating cuts to Feed-in Tariffs (FIT), warning that thousands of jobs could be lost and families prevented from cutting their energy bills by installing solar power. 

Anne said:

“Just in the last year 306 households in the Stirling area have installed solar power on the understanding that not only were they greening their home and protecting themselves from soaring energy bills but were being paid a certain amount for the energy they produced. 

Now, not only will families see a reduction in their Feed-in Tariffs for the energy they produce, but the proposed cuts also threaten to wipe out the solar industry and destroy thousands of jobs. This is just the latest example of a government which is out of touch, cutting too far and too fast, with no plan for jobs and growth.” 

 “Furthermore, councils up and down the country will have to pull the plug on thousands of solar panel installations for social housing and community projects, and could be left out of pocket because of rushed Government cuts to Feed-In Tariffs.”

Anne added:

“It cannot be right that the Government is hitting people who are trying to do the right thing and cut their energy bills. The Government's cuts to Feed-in Tariffs will hit families, put thousands of jobs at risk and destroy the solar industry. They must think again, revise their scheme and extend their tariff deadline.”
ENDS

Notes for Editors:

· A Feed-in Tariff (FIT) is a contract with a renewable energy producer which agrees to pay them a certain amount for the energy they produce.

· The scheme was introduced under the last Labour Government and came into force in April 2010. It was intended to act as an incentive to people to install renewable technology, drive jobs and growth in the green economy and increased community awareness of renewable energy. 

· In 2010, the tariff was set at 43p/kWh for solar PV. The Government is planning to cut the tariff for solar PV installations with a capacity of 4kW or less to 21p/kWh from 12 December 2011. For multiple installations the rate falls to 16.8p/kWh.

