

28th October 2011
STIRLING MP CALLS FOR RE-THINK ON MOT PLANS

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire, is calling on the government to reverse its plans to halve the frequency of MOT tests, which could lead to up to 800,000 unsafe vehicles being allowed on Britain’s roads.

The proposal announced by UK Government Ministers to require MOTs to be taken only every two years instead of annually, leading  to an  outcry from road safety groups, motoring organisations and small businesses. Worryingly, the plan to reduce the frequency of MOTs comes at a time when the proportion of cars failing the test is rising. 

Anne, along with her Labour colleagues is backing  PROMOTE, a national campaign launched by a wide coalition of groups such as the AA, Aviva, Federation of Small Businesses, British Cycling, the RAC, the Retail Motor Industry Federation  and Confused.com to fight these dangerous proposals. 
Anne said:
 “Britain’s roads have never been safer and this is due in part to the existing rigorous MOT system. Reducing the frequency of those tests will put progress on road safety in jeopardy. These plans will make all roads more dangerous for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians and hike up insurance costs for the hard-squeezed responsible motorist.
*In the Stirling Council area,  provisional figures for 2010 show  that there were 229 road accidents reported to the police in which one or more people were killed or injured.”
Anne added:

 “This ill-thought through proposal shows just how out of touch Ministers are with the concerns of all road users. Every year, the annual MOT test finds 800,000 dodgy cars that are dangerous to drive. Allowing those cars to continue on the road unchecked for an extra year will make our roads less safe and could increase insurance premiums for the responsible majority.”

Ends

For more information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

*Source for statistics:
http://scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/351823/0118100.pdf
Notes: 

The campaign’s new report, ‘Dangerous, Expensive and Unwanted’, has found that:

· If annual testing is scrapped the number of road deaths is likely to rise by more than 250 each year and serious injuries by 2,200.
· Even keeping annual tests but delaying the first test from three years to four risks an additional 35 deaths on the road every year.

· Any saving to the motorist in terms of fees resulting from the scrapping of annual MOT tests would be far outweighed by the likely increases in insurance premiums and increased repairs costs.

· 94% of drivers think the MOT Test is very (71%) or quite (23%) important to road safety.

· Up to 40,000 jobs in the MOT industry, including a large number of apprenticeships, would be at risk.
For a copy of the report and more information about the PRO-MOTE campaign, visit the campaign website at www.pro-mote.org.uk
