

8th August 2011
ANNE MCGUIRE MP and Dr RICHARD SIMPSON MSP CALL FOR STIRLING CONTINGENCY PLAN TO ENSURE NO OLDER PERSON IS LEFT BEHIND IN SOUTHERN CROSS COLLAPSE
 
Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire and colleague, Labour MSP, Dr Richard Simpson, Shadow Public Health Minister have expressed strong concerns that out of the four Southern Cross care homes in the Stirling area, neither Forth Bank nor Wallace View has had a manager in post and that Forth Bank has an occupancy level of only 68%.
 
Anne said:

A leaked “contingency update” from Southern Cross, obtained by Scottish Labour, shows that 14 of their 97 Scottish care homes do not currently have a manager in post and a further 13 care homes have had a manager in post for less than three months.   Furthermore, the document also showed that some 41 homes (42%) had an occupancy rate of less than 88% and there were concerns about the profitability of 30 homes (31%) – raising questions over their future viability. 
 
Richard said:

“Labour has called for a contingency plan to be drawn up by the Scottish government to ensure that there are detailed plans and robust measures in place to protect the continuity of care of older people in care homes in the Stirling area that may struggle to find buyers.”
 
Anne continued:

 
“Not only are care home managers crucial in driving up standards of care, at this turbulent time, they have a key role to play in ensuring a smooth transition over to new care providers. So to see so many care homes without managers is deeply worrying. 
 
It is crystal clear from this report that some care homes are more profitable than others and private care providers will inevitability cherry-pick the most lucrative services.  
 
The SNP cannot afford to sit on their hands any longer. It is essential that a Stirling contingency plan is put in place to ensure that no older person is let down. Just because somebody’s mum or dad is staying in a care home that isn’t making money, doesn’t mean they should suffer as a result – the government has a duty to step in. It’s simply not good enough for the SNP government to take a back seat and leave Stirling Council pick up the pieces.
 
I and my Labour Party MSP colleagues secured a commitment from the First Minister that the care of older people would not be compromised as a result of Southern Cross going under, and we will hold him to that.” 

Ends
For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515
 
