

17th June 2011

Anne encourages local group to apply to Big Lottery’s new fund for Community Spaces

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire, is delighted to hear that the Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has announced a new programme aimed at supporting communities to improve their indoor and outdoor spaces. 

 

Community Spaces Scotland is a new £9 million fund which will bring communities together around a space or place that matters to them, helping those spaces and places to be better used, and the people in their communities to become healthier, happier and more active. A community space can be both indoor and outdoor spaces including allotments, play areas and community gardens as well as village halls and community centres

 

This new programme will fund community projects run for and by voluntary and community organisations to help local people take the lead in improving the space and places that matter to them. Schools, community councils and social enterprises can also apply. The average grant size is expected to be around £100,000, but applications will be accepted for grants between £10,000 and £250,000. Awards can be made for up to two years funding. 
 
Anne said:

“The programme will be targeted at areas where BIG believes it can make the biggest positive difference.  Groups can enter the postcode of their project base into the eligibility checker on the Big Lottery’s website at www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/communityspaces which will tell them if they are in an eligible area straightaway. I would encourage all groups from eligible areas who are interested in applying to contact BIG, on 0300 1237110, to discuss their idea.”

Ends

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to Editors:
The school was established under a warrant initiated by Queen Victoria with governance of the school undertaken by Her Majesty’s commissioners with the current and long-standing patron being the Duke of Edinburgh.
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