

17th June 2011

ANNE SECURES GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE FOR MILITARY SCHOOL

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire has this week secured a guarantee from the Government that the Queen Victoria School in Dunblane will not fall victim to defence cuts as a result of the Strategic Defence Review, as was speculated in the national press some months ago. 
Having previously sought assurance for the school’s future,   Anne was adamant in seeking confirmation from Defence Minister, Andrew Robothan, that the Ministry of Defence should recognise both the school’s role in caring for children of the armed forces and its contribution to the Military Covenant. 
 Anne said:
“In the light of the Government’s Strategic Defence Review, it was important to secure a commitment from the Government to the future of the school and for the Government to recognise the provision the school made to the stability and continuity of education for the children of the three armed forces personnel of non-officer rank who are Scottish, have served in Scotland or are part of a Scottish regiment.”
She continued:
“In having this debate I have been able to secure from the Government a commitment to the continuing educational opportunities offered by the Queen Victoria School and an undertaking that Ministry of Defence officials will work closely with the school and the School’s Commissioners to develop a strategic plan, not just to preserve the achievements of the school, but to improve upon them.”

She added:
“I was pleased that the Minister said that this will include not only identifying investment required in the school infrastructure but also exploring ways in which greater specialist support could be offered to the school.  This is even more important as the school has to open its doors even wider in its role of caring for the children of those badly injured in modern day conflicts and I hope that the Ministry of Defence continues to recognise that options to expand the school’s facilities should be part of its future investment programme.”











Over/
Head of Queen Victoria School, Wendy Bellars, reinforced Anne’s message saying:
 “Stability and continuity are key elements of what we provide. We tend to find that pupils make great strides in their first year or so because suddenly they know that what they learn, and the friends they make, and the teachers they get to know, will be relevant for the foreseeable future. When they leave us, our pupils may still be exposed to the difficulties of Service family life, but they will be older, stronger and better equipped to cope with these.  Anne has been a strong advocate for the school and her continued support is welcomed by all of us here at the Queen Victoria School.”

Ends

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

PHOTO:  Photo of Anne questioning Defence Minister in Westminster Hall

NOTES TO EDITORS:

To read the full transcript, go to: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/halltext/110614h0002.htm#11061448000003
 

 


