

13th June 2011
ANNE MCGUIRE MP URGES CONSTITUENTS TO APPLY FOR SPEAKER’S PARLIAMENTARY PLACEMENTS SCHEME

In recent years, numerous studies have shown that the creation of a host of unpaid internship positions is making politics only accessible to the wealthy or to those based in London.  In order to make Westminster more representative,  Anne is delighted to add her support to “The Speaker’s Parliamentary Placements Scheme” which aims to attract more people from ordinary backgrounds to complete a paid internship in Parliament.  

Anne said:

“I am delighted to see the launch of the Speaker’s Parliamentary Placements scheme. It is a fantastic programme that will open up internships in Parliament to people from ordinary backgrounds, and I hope that people across Stirling who are passionate about politics will consider applying.”

She continued:

“Over the past few months the role of internships has been under intense scrutiny, and those of us who work in politics know only too well that the system of unpaid internships freezes people out of political life.  Our scheme will make Parliament more open and accessible and will give people from all backgrounds the opportunities that currently just aren’t open to them, and help them to take an important step towards making our politics more representative of ordinary people. “

The Scheme intends to recruit 12 interns who will begin their placements after the conference season later this year and applications can be made on the Social Mobility Foundation’s website: www.socialmobility.org.uk”
Anne added:

“I am happy to discuss this Scheme with anyone who is considering applying.  Just telephone my office on 01786 446515 or email me at anne.mcguire.mp@parliament.uk
Ends

PHOTO: Anne with young constituent Megan Wells who spent a week with Anne in Westminster on work experience.

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to editors:

The Speaker’s Parliamentary Placement Scheme is a cross-party project created by Hazel Blears, labour MP for Salford and Eccles, Eric Ollerenshaw, Conservative MP for Lancaster and Fleetwood and Jo Swinson Liberal Democrat MP for East Dunbartonshire

 

 


