

6th June 2011

Anne calls on Scottish Government to confirm care contingency plans for Stirling’s elderly 
On hearing of the mounting problems facing Britain’s biggest care home provider, Southern Cross, Anne McGuire, MP for Stirling is now calling on the Scottish Government to hold emergency talks.  
Anne said:

“Thousands of vulnerable people and their families will understandably be deeply anxious about the current situation at Southern Cross.  Given that  it is the single biggest provider of care homes for older people with 98 homes based in Scotland, four of which currently offer care to local people, families with relatives in Annfield House, Fairview, Forthbank Nursing Home  and Wallace View must be desperate to know what will happen in the event that Southern Cross’s financial situation reaches meltdown.”
Anne added:

“Although reassured previously by Stirling Council that the Council is working closely with the failing organisation, The Care commission and residents and family members, I am fearful that as the Council has no specific powers within the community care Acts to intervene if the Group does move formally into administration, it and other local authorities must look to the SNP Scottish Government to ensure that older people received the continuity of care they need and deserve
That is why I have added my voice to my Labour colleagues in calling on Nicola Sturgeon to hold emergency talks with Southern Cross to ensure the Scottish Government does all it can to assist. This cannot be left to individual local authorities.
My worry is that as a commercial operation, the company is answerable only to its shareholders and not the elderly people who see it as their home”. 
ENDS
For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515
Notes to editors: 

Southern Cross operates 98 care homes (breakdown below) and employ an estimated 3,500 staff in Scotland. 

Across the UK, Southern Cross cares for approximately 31,000 elderly residents. It is estimated that Southern Cross care for in the region of 3,000 elderly people in Scotland. 
 

	County
	Number of Southern Cross care homes

	Aberdeenshire and Moray
	15

	Ayrshire
	8

	Edinburgh & Lothian
	8

	Fife
	7

	Forth Valley
	10

	Glasgow and Inverclyde
	24

	Highland and Islands
	5

	Lanarkshire
	10

	Tayside
	11

	TOTAL 
	98


 
For further detail about the individual care homes see: 
 

http://www.carehome.co.uk/care_search_results.cfm/searchgroup/36154521SOUA/searchcounty/Aberdeen
 

 


