

14th March 2011
CARE HOME RESIDENTS FACING CUTS TO TRANSPORT FACILITIES

Local MP Anne McGuire has slammed the Government’s proposed changes to Disability Living Allowance (DLA) which will hit many living in Stirling’s residential care homes. 
At Scottish Questions Anne raised her concerns with Scottish Ministers regarding the proposed provisions with the Welfare Reform Bill which will impact directly on residents in Stirling’s care homes currently in receipt of the mobility component of DLA
Anne said:

“I have been contacted by many constituents regarding their fears for the future  and in particular, Mr Ron Skinner, MBE, who is a non-executive director of Order of Malta Dial-a-Journey Ltd  a door-to-door transport service which covers the Forth Valley.   He told me that many of the users who depend on Dial-a-Journey are residents of care homes and are unable to use taxis or public transport and use their mobility component of DLA to pay for special needs transport such as Dial-a-Journey to afford them a quality of life that is taken for granted by the rest of us.  The Government’s proposals to take away money to pay for this service are deeply unfair and could be seen to penalise some of the most vulnerable people in our society.”

She added:
“I was happy to raise Mr Skinner’s concerns during the debate as I have serious concerns about this Welfare Reform Bill.  The Government has rushed into this without properly listening to the concerns of people.  It contains little or no detail on a whole range of issues which will affect the living standards of many people in residential care in Stirling. I will also continue to press for an exemption from periodic review given to those who are already on a maximum level of Disability Living Allowance/Attendance Allowance (DLA/AA) and who have a lifelong permanent disability. ”

ENDS

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

PHOTO:  Anne speaking at the debate in the Chamber at the House of Commons
