

8th March 2011

Stirling Families face cuts to Childcare Support

Local MP, Anne McGuire has slammed yet again the swingeing cuts made to Stirling’s hard working families.  As from April this year, 620 families in Stirling are set to lose £391 per year as a result of the Government’s cuts to childcare support, dealing a devastating blow to local families.

The cut stems from George Osborne’s 2010 Spending Review, when he reduced the childcare element of the Working Tax Credit, which is claimed by around 41,000 working households across Scotland.  Under the current system, working parents can claim support for up to 80% of the costs of childcare, but from April that figure will fall to 70%.

Anne said: 

“David Cameron’s coalition Government has failed to protect hard working families in Stirling.  Supporting children from the youngest age, and getting new parents back to work, should be a priority.   Unfortunately, this cut could lead to as many as one in three working parents in Stirling  to consider giving up their job because they feel unable to cope with childcare costs; costs  which have risen by over 20 percent in real terms since 2002.”
Gavin Kelly, Chief Executive of the independent research and policy organisation, The Resolution Foundation, said: 

“For working mums on low-to-middle incomes losses like these will be hard to bear. Many parents find support with childcare costs absolutely essential to staying in work, and the big worry is some will now find that work doesn’t pay. With other work-related costs, such as train fares, now also rising, these cuts couldn’t come at a worse time for families. Many families are still unaware of the changes, despite the fact that they come into effect soon” 

“This was already set to be a tough year for families. With wages rising more slowly than inflation, households are going to get poorer, even before cuts are factored in.”

ENDS

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515
Notes to Editors:
Impact of cuts to childcare element of Working Tax Credit by Local Authority

	Local Authority
	Number of Families Impacted
	Average Family Loss (£)

	Aberdeen City
	1,280
	454

	Aberdeenshire
	1,330
	384

	Angus
	910
	392

	Argyll and Bute
	560
	388

	Clackmannanshire
	340
	421

	Dumfries and Galloway
	970
	372

	Dundee City
	1,690
	482

	East Ayrshire
	900
	410

	East Dunbartonshire
	810
	435

	East Lothian
	810
	375

	East Renfrewshire
	630
	719

	Edinburgh
	3,020
	405

	Eilean Siar
	150
	32

	Falkirk
	1,180
	419

	Fife
	2,570
	413

	Glasgow City
	5,910
	423

	Highland
	1,600
	386

	Inverclyde
	560
	395

	Midlothian
	830
	413

	Moray
	550
	395

	North Ayrshire
	1,230
	449

	North Lanarkshire
	2,700
	460

	Orkney Islands
	110
	372

	Perth and Kinross
	1,260
	384

	Renfrewshire
	1,880
	434

	Scottish Borders
	840
	343

	Shetlands Islands
	120
	339

	South Ayrshire
	770
	410

	South Lanarkshire
	2,500
	447

	Stirling
	620
	391

	West Dunbartonshire
	1,020
	436

	West Lothian
	1,490
	451



