

1st March 2011
Anne calls on Stirling to support Fairtrade Fortnight
Local MP, Anne McGuire is calling on Stirling constituents to help tackle poverty overseas by supporting Fairtrade Fortnight.  
Anne said:
“To help tackle poverty in third world countries it is important that we increase trade as well as give aid.  That is why I am calling on the Government to take forward the international efforts Labour made to secure fairer trade rules and continue in supporting fair trade.
However, it is not just the role of governments to support fair trade; we can all make a difference.  That is why Fairtrade Fortnight is so important and although there are a number of areas of Stirling who actively support Fair Trade, we can all make a difference to help people make their own way out of poverty and I would ask all of you to buy fair trade products during this Fair Trade fortnight (28th February to 13th March)”
Anne added:

 “Fair trade helps 7 and a half million people in the developing world. When we choose to eat, drink or wear fair trade products we help change the lives of millions of farmers, workers and their families in developing countries.  We all have the power to play a part in changing lives for the better”
ENDS

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to Editors:

· In one of the most difficult economic years on record, consumers spent an estimated 3.4 billion euros on Fairtrade products in 2009, a 15% increase over the previous year. In the UK, estimated retail sales grew by 12%, topping £800 million. 

