

14th February 2011

ANNE CALLS ON PRIME MINISTER’S COALITION TO HONOUR CONVENANT 

Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire is calling for assurances from the Conservative led Government that Stirling’s servicemen and women will be properly considered in the military covenant report.  

Anne said:
 Under the Government’s plans the Secretary of State for Defence will be required to give an annual report to Parliament on the effects that membership of the armed forces has on service people with specific reference only to healthcare, education and housing.   However, as these are devolved to the Scottish Parliament,  I am calling therefore for the specific terms of the report to be wider, including mental healthcare, pension and benefits for serving personnel and veterans; employment and training for former servicemen and women; and support for bereaved armed forces’ families.”

Anne added:
“I know from regular visits to the Queen Victoria School in Dunblane and more recently  in my meeting with Brigadier George Lowder, Commander (51) Scottish Brigade  at Brigade headquarters in Stirling how much our country owes  a debt of gratitude to the armed forces and the families who support them unstintingly.  We have a duty to properly support our soldiers, sailors and airmen while they are serving and after they stand down.”

Ends

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515

Notes to Editor

The Conservative-led Government’s plans for an annual “armed forces covenant report” are outline in Clause 2 of the Armed Forces Bill, which is currently at the House of Commons Committee stage in Parliament.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/122/11122.1-6.htm#32

