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McGuire says student demand undermined by student support
 Local Labour MP, Anne McGuire has expressed her deep concerns at the cuts in bursary funding at Forth Valley College and its possible impact on local learners.

Anne said, “The demand for full time places in colleges across Scotland and across the Forth Valley continues as the SNP Scottish Government continues with its cuts in spending.  Whilst the college has been able to increase the number full time places on offer, their biggest challenge that they face is in the allocation of those funds to provide adequate support to all learners during their period of study.

This year’s bursary fund has been cut by 4.4% and the college is again under significant pressure to meet the needs of all of its learners.   Although the college can apply to the Scottish Funding Council for access to redistribute funds there is no certainty that funds will be available.

I have further concerns in that there is more than a degree of uncertainty that the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) that Labour brought in to support young learners may not be continued beyond December this year.

Anne added, “It is all very well seeing the development of a new campus in Stirling but the Scottish government  must ensure that funding is in place for all students to participate in the educational process otherwise they have created an enormously expensive white elephant”
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