

16th August 2010
HOUSING BENEFIT CUTS COULD FORCE HUNDREDS OF STIRLING PEOPLE INTO DEBT AND HOMELESSNESS  
 Local labour MP, Anne McGuire, today expressed concern at shocking new figures released by homelessness charity Crisis showing that hundreds of people in Stirling could face debt and homelessness if the UK Government’s plans to cut housing benefit go ahead. 
 
In its emergency Budget, the Government announced cuts of £1.8bn to housing benefit. An impact assessment by the Department of Work and Pensions has revealed that 97% of the 51,060 households in the country reliant on Local Housing Allowance (LHA) - the form of housing benefit paid to tenants in the Private Rented Sector – will be affected.
 
Crisis has warned that the cuts will leave tenants falling into rent arrears and increasing debt or being forced to leave their homes and at worst becoming homeless.

Local MP, Anne McGuire said:

“These shocking new figures show that tens of thousands of people most in need across Scotland will be hit hardest by the coalition Government's callous plans to cut housing benefit.  Here in Stirling, 520 people who receive housing benefit and their families will be affected.  
These savage cuts will see working people, families and pensioners unable to afford their rent and will push people into poverty and homelessness, which will damage our communities and cost us all more in the long run.”

Anne added:

“The Government talks a lot about fairness, but there is nothing fair about taking money out of the pockets of those struggling to pay their way.   There is absolutely no justification for what is just an excuse to attack the poor.”

ENDS

For further information contact Aileen Robb or Graham Fraser on 01786 446515


Notes to editors:

(1) All figures are based on the Tables 5, 7 and 8 in Section B1 of the Department for Work and Pensions impact assessment:

Background: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/local-housing-allowance/impact-of-changes.shtml
Analysis: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/impacts-of-hb-proposals.pdf


