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STIRLING MP SUPPORTS TERMINATE THE RATE CAMPAIGN
 

Stirling’s Labour MP, Anne McGuire, is supporting the Terminate the Rate campaign which is calling on Ofcom to set Mobile Termination Rates (MTRs) on the basis of what they actually cost to connect a call on another network – less than a penny a minute.  Ofcom is currently considering the tariff for Mobile Termination Rates (MTRs) to be charged by operators from April 2011.  

Mobile Termination Rates (MTRs) are charges paid by operators to connect calls to mobiles from a land line or mobile telephone on another network and are at the root of the high cost of calling mobiles.  

The MP has signed an Early Day Motion on the issue and is urging constituents to sign a petition on the issue at www.terminatetherate.org. 
Mrs McGuire said:

 

“The setting of the MTR will have a big impact on thousands of people across this Stirling constituency because of the high charges associated with mobile phone calls.  

When you call a mobile on a different network, or call a mobile from your landline, the other network charges your operator a fee for carrying the call. These fees are called Mobile Termination Rates (MTRs) and they cost around 4.7p per minute of every call. 

Terminate the Rate want MTRs to reflect what they actually cost (around 1p per minute, and possibly even less), so that is why I am encouraging residents in Stirling to sign up to the petition.”
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That this House welcomes the European Commission's recent recommendation providing clear principles to EU national telecoms regulators to set a fair cost for termination rates; further welcomes the Terminate the Rate campaign, which calls for a significant lowering of mobile termination rates (MTRs) in the future, and is supported by a number of companies and organisations including the Federation of Small Businesses and Carers UK; notes that MTRs increase the cost of calling a mobile telephone from a fixed-line or mobile telephone on another network, and hold back innovation in the telecommunications sector; further notes that significantly lowering MTRs would pave the way for an end to per-minute call charges and high bills and would enable communication providers to offer flat-rate unlimited tariffs giving consumers better value for money; and calls on Ofcom to take action to reduce excessive mobile termination charges and deliver a better deal for hard-pressed UK consumers.
