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MP CALLS ON SNP COUNCIL TO FACE RESPONSIBILITIES
Stirling MP, Anne McGuire, has hit back in the row over the SNP Council’s handling of care for the elderly.  Mrs McGuire was speaking after the SNP Council Leader, Graham Houston, launched a personal attack on the MP, when she raised questions about delays in social care assessments. Recent figures published by Stirling Council reveal that 403 people are currently waiting on a social care assessment to be carried out and that 210 of these people are either in critical or substantial risk of harm or danger. Last year, there were 268 people waiting on a care assessment, with 134 at critical or substantial risk.

Mrs McGuire said:

“I am disappointed that Councillor Houston saw fit to indulge in a personal attack on me rather than address the fundamental questions - why are there now 403 people waiting for social care assessments and why his administration did not release the additional £848k received by them to address this crisis.  

This was not an attack on front-line staff but a direct question to him and his administration who have failed to support dedicated staff in their work by failing to release the funds available.  Two members of his own group recognised this failure when they decided not to support his position in the vote on a Labour sponsored motion at Thursday's Council meeting. 

The SNP administration's record on social care is lamentable, from trying to close down two residential homes earlier this year without consultation to this current situation, ironically exposed by official council figures. This is not an attempt by me to 'smear' the SNP administration but rather an attempt to get them to wake up to their responsibilities.”

