

2 June 2009
STIRLING MP MEETS PRIME MINISTER TO DISCUSS CARERS’ BENEFITS

Stirling MP, Anne McGuire, recently met Prime Minister Gordon Brown to urge him to make improvements to carers’ benefits.  Carers UK also attended the meeting and presented carers’ concerns directly to the Prime Minister.   The meeting came ahead of Carers’ Week 2009 (8th – 14th June) of which Mrs McGuire is the Parliamentary Champion.

Issues raised at the meeting included the need to overhaul carers’ benefits, the disincentives caused by the earnings limit for Carer’s Allowance, which means that carers lose their entire benefit if they earn more than £95 per week, and the overlapping benefit rule which means that people receiving a State Pension cannot also receive Carer’s Allowance. They also asked whether more could be done to support those carers who wish to study. 

Mrs McGuire said:

“The Prime Minister listened carefully to what the MPs and Carers UK had to say. We discussed the problems with Carer’s Allowance, the need for more breaks for carers and better support for working carers. 

It was a very constructive meeting and the Prime Minister promised to follow up the issues with the relevant Ministers.  In addition to championing Carers’ Week 2009 in Parliament I also intend to meet with local carers to discuss how we can also take some of these issues forward.”
