

14 May 2009
STIRLING MP URGES SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT TO 
TAKE ACTION ON HIGH HEDGES
Local MP, Anne McGuire, has called on the Scottish Government to take speedy action on legislation to deal with problem high hedges.  The MP was speaking after a visit to a West Stirlingshire village where high hedge problems are causing real misery for residents.
Anne McGuire said:

“I have been pursuing this case, which has been causing a great deal of misery, for some time and even with the intervention of Stirling Council officials to try and find a local solution to the problem, there is limited room for action in the absence of co-operation.  Therefore, national legislation is needed to deal with the wider problem of high hedges.  Indeed, legislation has been in place on this issue in England and Wales since 2003.”   

Scothedge, the support group aiming to change the law concerning nuisance hedges in Scotland, recently met with the Minister responsible at the Scottish Government to discuss how possible legislation could be taken forward and an agreement was made to launch a three month public consultation exercise over the summer. 
Mrs McGuire added:

“While I welcome any move towards legislation on this issue, I am urging the Scottish Government to move as quickly as possible on the consultation.  Many residents affected by problem high hedges will know that we have been here before, with a consultation and Bill, which unfortunately ran out of time in the previous Parliament.  

What we need to remember is that while legislation on high hedges in Scotland has been stalled at various stages, residents in Scotland have continued to deal with the misery caused by them.  That is why the Scottish Government now needs to act quickly.”
