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MP AND PUPIL COUNCIL SAY ‘FOUL’ PLAY AT STIRLING HIGH SCHOOL MUST STOP

Pupils at Stirling High School met with local MP, Anne McGuire, last week to seek her support in their campaign to clean up the playing field adjacent to the new school.  The field which the schools shares with the local community is an area where dog fouling is becoming a real problem.  Mrs McGuire was told by members of the Pupil Council that it is not unusual for students to land in a pile of dog “poo” when using the running track, rugby pitch or even when using the sand pit for long jumps.

Anne McGuire said:

“The pupils recognise that this field is also a community resource, but the incidence of dog fouling is causing them real annoyance as they cannot feel confident that when they are out at games they will not end up with dog muck on them.  Local people out walking or with children should also be worried at the mess. Dog owners do need to take a bit of responsibility for the problem and accept that they should clear up any mess left by their pet.”

A concerned pupil told Mrs McGuire that she jumped into the sandpit one day and got covered with the stuff.  “It was just horrible” she said.

Headteacher, Mrs Scullion said:

“We work very closely with our local community and I know that most people who walk their dogs on the field always clean up any dog mess.  We are probably only talking about a small number of people but they are creating a potentially hazardous environment for all the young people who use the field.”
The MP joined the pupils outside the school as they were erecting one of two new signs which asks dog walkers to help keep the field clean by lifting their dog fouling and taking it home with them to dispose of safely in a bin.

The Pupil Council are looking at a local campaign aimed at drawing attention to the problem and asking local residents to help them raise awareness of the issue and are also hoping that the Council’s Dog Warden can offer them advice on how to discourage inconsiderate dog owners.

