Anne McGuire MP – Stirling Observer Christmas Message 2009

It is hard to believe that we are now moving into the second decade of this century and during this time we have seen some major changes here in Stirling and across the globe.
In Stirling our children are now educated in fantastic new or refurbished schools and we have seen massive improvements in our local health facilities. World leaders are at last recognising that the issue of climate change demands action now.
For some in our community, 2009 has been a tough year with global recession having a local impact. The actions of greedy bankers has taken its toll on those families and businesses who played no part in their irresponsible actions.  Thankfully, looking forward, there seems to be cause for optimism.
The break gives us all an opportunity to catch up with family and friends and to enjoy each other’s company. We can do that in the secure knowledge that there are those amongst us who give up their Christmas and New Year to ensure that we are safe and, if things go wrong, they will be there to support us, even when the rest of the country is on holiday.
For me, the year 2010 will be an interesting one – but that is for later. In the meantime, I will enjoy some quiet time with my family and I wish all Observer readers a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
