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**The Way Ahead** June/July 2009, Anne McGuire MP

Dear Friend,

The events of the last few months at Westminster have been hugely damaging not only for individual MPs hitting the headlines, but for Parliamentary democracy as a whole.  

The independent audit of all MPs allowances over the past 4 years along with a stricter independently regulated allowances regime with proper checks and balances in the future will, I hope, restore some of the faith that has been lost in politicians and Parliament. 

For my part, the majority of the allowances I draw on go towards the running of a busy city centre Constituency Advice Office.  The office deals with a wide variety of work such as advisory work for individual constituents, the organisation of surgeries, meetings and appointments as well as larger events such as Listening Panels and seminars which are open to all Stirling constituents.  The other draws on allowances cover my weekly travel to and from the House of Commons and the additional costs of staying away from home for most of the week.  Details of my expenses can be found on my website at www.annemcguiremp.org.uk 

Local News

In the last edition of E-News I mentioned how I was promoting better regulation to stop heavy handedness by car parking firms operating in this area.  I secured a debate on the issue in the House of Commons and this, along with the Minister’s response, can be viewed on my website at www.annemcguiremp.org.uk.  The issue is complex, with a number of different Government departments and agencies involved.  I will however be keeping up the pressure with the British Parking Association to ensure that their members are playing by the rules which are already in place.

I recently showed my support for the Stirling Albion Buy-Out Campaign by buying my own Albion Trust Membership.  I’ve always tried to support Stirling Albion in whatever way I can.  The initiative by Albion supporters to help secure the long-term future of the club through funds from the Supporters Trust Membership must therefore be applauded. It would be unthinkable for the City of Stirling to lose the profile that a Scottish League team gives it across the country every week.  

Nuisance high hedges are once again hitting the headlines.  I have been pursuing a case locally, which has been causing a great deal of misery for some local residents. Even with the intervention of local authority officials, there is limited room for action in the absence of co-operation.  Therefore, Scotland-wide legislation is needed to deal with the wider problem of nuisance high hedges.  Indeed, legislation has been in place on this issue in England and Wales since 2003.  

It has been a busy period for Carers’ organisations over the past few weeks.  The 8th - 15th  June was National Carers’ Week and as their 2009 Parliamentary Champion, I attended a number of events, both in the lead up to, and during the week itself.  On Wednesday 10 June, I hosted a Parliamentary Reception sponsored by Cares UK in order to raise awareness of the vital work that carers do, as well as some of the challenges they face.  Unfortunately, my attendance at this event meant that I missed Stirling Carers’ Centre AGM, but I intend to organise a future Listening Panel event with them soon.   

A Better Deal for Consumers

The Labour Government’s Consumer White Paper - A Better Deal for Consumers comes at a critical time for the UK.  Consumers are at the heart of our economy, driving the competitive markets which bring prosperity to us all.  The downturn has hit consumers and business - putting a real strain on family finances, leaving many firms feeling the squeeze as customers become increasingly conscious of every pound and penny they spend.  

This White Paper sets out the real help the Government will provide now for those in financial difficulty, and in the longer term how it will boost confidence and help consumers take greater responsibility for themselves including the creation of a new post of a Consumer Advocate with new powers to protect consumers' rights.
Real help for vulnerable consumers
· Practical actions to help consumers facing challenging economic circumstances, including measures to help keep people in their homes and help people in difficulty in debt.  

· Includes help for homeowners in mortgage arrears and tenants who are falling behind on their rent; a new self-help toolkit for those in debt; and measures to ensure more responsible debt recovery practices. 

A new approach to consumer credit

· Sets out how the Government intends to make the consumer credit market work better for consumers.

· Includes new requirements on all lenders to check credit worthiness of consumers before they lend to them; a ban on the sending of unsolicited credit card cheques; and a review by the OFT of high cost credit providers.

Empowering consumers through better enforcement and information. 

· Consumers need clearer information and better enforcement in order to take advantage of – and not be taken advantage by – new and rapidly developing markets.

· Actions include a new Consumer Advocate who will spearhead work to educate consumers, and be a champion for consumers; a new national strategy and specialist team for internet enforcement on consumer issues; and a central “Fighting Fund” to tackle rogues operating on a big scale.

Modernising consumer law 

· To enhance and protect consumer rights in a changing world.

· Building on evidence gathered in the Consumer Law Review, the White Paper sets out our plans for a new Consumer Rights Bill, which will implement in due course the EU Consumer Rights Directive and modernise and simplify UK consumer sales law.

The Beautiful World of Fairtrade 
Over the years, hundreds of people in this constituency have lobbied me on the importance of fair trade.  Together we have campaigned to pressure international governments to secure better trade rules that will allow the world’s poorest countries to help grow their economies and reduce poverty. 
As well as being able to buy coffee, tea, chocolate and bananas for example, shoppers in the UK will now also be able to buy products including lip balms, face masks, body butters and shower gels that benefit farmers, workers and their families in developing countries. Shops like Boots, Neal’s Yard and Lush will stock these products.
Fair trade sales have become increasingly popular in the UK. Every two years for the last ten, UK shoppers have doubled the amount of Fairtrade goods they buy. Seven in 10 households purchase Fairtrade goods.  There are over 460 producer organisations selling to the UK and 746 to the global Fairtrade system, representing more than 1.5 million farmers and workers.
The Fairtrade Foundation sets minimum thresholds of Fairtrade ingredients at levels which allow best selling volume lines of beauty products containing natural ingredients to be certified. Producers will get the Fairtrade minimum price plus a premium, to invest in community projects such as schools and healthcare. The companies behind the products will have a partnership plan in place showing how they will additionally support producers to develop their businesses and communities.

UKCP09 – UK Climate Projections 09
The Government has introduced a five point plan showing how they will tackle the threat of climate change.  There are no two ways about it: climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing the world today.  Even if we drastically cut our greenhouses emissions now, past emissions that are still in the atmosphere mean that some climate change is inevitable for both the UK and the world. 

So we need to deal with the consequences as well as tackle the causes of climate change.  Increased temperatures, rising sea levels, heatwaves, droughts and flooding will affect the way we all live our lives and our health and well-being. It will create economic costs – as well as some opportunities – and threaten the loss of many species of plants and animals. 

The Government aims to tackle the challenges of climate change by:

Protecting the public from immediate risk 
· Climate change is already happening in the UK – the Government is working towards better design of our built environment with measures such as increased flood protection, as well as coastal erosion management and health contingency plans. 

Preparing for the future 

· Some climate change is inevitable because of past emissions, so we need to adapt the way we live and work. This means changing the way we build our houses and infrastructure and developing new ways to do business. 

A global deal in Copenhagen in December 

· To limit temperature increase to less than two degrees and avoid the most dangerous effects of climate change, the Government is leading international efforts to achieve a new international climate agreement at Copenhagen in December.  

Creating a low carbon UK

· We need to make fundamental changes to decarbonise the UK in a way which maximises business opportunities, treats people fairly and keeps energy supplies safe and secure.

Supporting individuals, communities and businesses to play their part

· Everyone has a role to play in tackling climate change, from reducing their own emissions to planning for adaptation.  Building on the its ‘Act on CO2’ information campaign, the Government is providing a range of support for individuals, communities and businesses, including a major programme of financial help for home insulation and energy efficiency.  
Real Help for the Unemployed

June’s unemployment figures show the human impact of the recession affecting countries around the world.  Behind every statistic, there is an individual and family story and the Government is taking action now to make sure that every person who finds themselves unemployed is given as much support as possible.

The number of people claiming Jobseeker's Allowance, claimant unemployment, was 1.54 million in May 2009, up 39.3 thousand on the month and up 726.1 thousand on the year.  The claimant unemployment rate, at 4.8%, is up 0.1 percentage points this month and up 2.2 percentage points on the year.

International Comparisons:
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The table above shows the UK unemployment rate still well below the OECD average. 

**unemployment in Spain is 18.1%.

It is also important to remember that people are still moving off benefit as well as coming on. In May 2009, 306,500 people left JSA. And there are still jobs available in the economy with around 444,000 unfilled vacancies available at any one time.

Thanks to the active system of support, the Government has created; most people who become unemployed only spend a short amount of time looking for a new job before they find one. Around three-quarters of people who start JSA leave within 6 months.  

As unemployment has increased, the Government has stepped up the support for people losing their jobs - £5bn of extra investment.  Some of the measures include:

The Young People’s Guarantee - 18-24 year olds out of work for 12 months will get a job, training or a community placement

The £1bn Future Jobs Fund - preventing young people and those in deprived areas from ending up trapped in long-term worklessness

When redundancies are threatened the Government provides advice and skills support through its Rapid Response service.

From day one of unemployment, JobCentrePlus offers a guarantee of financial support, and employment and skills advice. 

Protection so that losing your job doesn’t mean losing your pension

Earlier mortgage support so that losing your job need not mean losing your home. 

I hope you have found some of the information in this E-News of interest and please feel free to get back to me if you have any questions on the issues I have highlighted.
Best wishes
Anne McGuire MP
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