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Local MP Anne McGuire has commented on the current controversy surrounding MPs’ expenses.

Mrs McGuire said that the current system was a mess and like many other MPs she has been astounded at the types of expenditure which have not only been submitted but allowed under the current rules.  She can fully understand why people are angry at some of the information coming out in the media.

She said:

“Every MP has to speak for themselves on their individual claims as all draws on allowances are made on a personal level.  I can therefore only speak for myself when I say that any claims I have made over the past 12 years have been consistent with both the letter and spirit of the guidelines – in other words that they have neither been “excessive nor luxurious” and have been made to cover the additional costs of keeping a modest base near the House of Commons.  
I have rented a one bedroom unfurnished flat in the same block of flats for nearly all of the 12 years I have been in Parliament. I obviously do not own my flat and I have no other property in London.  However, people will make their own judgement on my claims.

What we cannot lose sight of however, is that the allowances are there to ensure that elected politics in the Commons does not become the preserve of those who can afford to participate because of their own private wealth.  However, any system must of course be beyond reproach and re-establish public confidence, not just in politicians, but in democratic politics.  
The current system was intended to be self regulating, but since it appears that collectively MPs are unable to regulate themselves, then we need the help of an independent body and that is why the deliberations of the independent commissioner are so vital.

It is a special privilege to be elected by your fellow citizens to represent them in Parliament and I bitterly regret that this episode has given the impression, some would say the reality, that MPs have not treated that privilege with respect, but with contempt.”

