LIBYAN EVACUATION WAS CARRY ON CHAOS


As the situation in Libya unfolded this week many Scots families, including some in the Stirling area, waited anxiously for news of evacuation procedures for UK nationals.  We had a Foreign Secretary telling us Gaddafi was in Venezuela; an aircraft that had been chartered by the government failing to take off because it needed repairs; the Deputy Prime Minister admitting he had “forgotten” he was in charge while the Prime Minister was out of the country; a Navy warship scheduled to be scrapped redeployed to help rescue those trying to get out of Libya and, eventually, the Prime Minister apologising for the "failings in the operation".  It looked more like a "Carry On” film than a serious coordinated attempt to get our nationals out of a deteriorating security situation in Libya.  Serious questions need to be answered as to why Ministers allowed our nationals to remain in limbo for so long while other European countries were evacuating theirs. 

Recently, the Prime Minister has been trying to convince us of his big idea of the "Big Society".  Having spent a great deal of my working life in the voluntary sector and promoting partnership with the sector while in government, I have absolutely no difficulties about nurturing community and voluntary activity.  Indeed, there are significant areas where a voluntary sector approach can deliver services in a more effective and responsive way.  However, in my opinion, the most effective way to deliver services is to have a genuine partnership between the voluntary, private and public sectors and not one, as the Prime Minister appears to be promoting, without the public sector.  

Although these particular changes will be adopted only in England, the Prime Minister has given a clear indication that this is how he want to see things move in his Big Society and will cut across those aspects of the UK government's responsibilities in Scotland. 

One group of people who are seriously concerned about what the future holds for them are those in receipt of disability benefits.  Many disabled people who come to see me feel that they are been demonised because the welfare reform changes are almost exclusively being put into a context which is about cheats and scroungers.  Like most people, I have no time for those who seek to take money to which they are not entitled.  Those who pretend to be disabled so they can receive benefits are not disabled but cheats.  However, in trying to deal with this problem, we must be sure that we treat disabled people fairly and with support and understanding. Work and Pensions Secretary, Iain Duncan Smith, will reveal his new Welfare Reform White Paper within the next few days.  I hope that it will be both fair and progressive and be a genuine attempt to build on previous Labour welfare reforms to create a system for the 21st century, and not an attempt to put in place swingeing cuts targeting the most vulnerable in society.  I trust I will not be disappointed.


I have had a flurry of visitors to the Commons from Stirling recently - including families with children – as well as students from Bannockburn High School making one of their regular visits.  And, thanks to a bit of lobbying on my part, the school students also received a travel subsidy to make the journey more affordable.


Finally, it seems potholes are everywhere!  I have been contacted by constituents across Stirling complaining about how dangerous they are becoming.  One family cannot sit in their garden because of the debris thrown up every time a vehicle goes over the hole - or more accurately the holes- outside their home.  While local authorities have to take some responsibility, the extent of the current problem has undoubtedly been exacerbated by the freezing temperatures in December and January.  I therefore welcome the call by Bob Black, Auditor General for Scotland, for a summit on potholes to look at how Scotland, finances a strategic programme to fill in these damaging and increasingly deeper gaps in the road surface.  Mr Black spoke with some feeling on the matter, and given that he lives in a village in rural Stirling I can understand why!

I have surgeries next week in Bannockburn, Balfron, Killearn and Drymen and appointments are also available in the Advice Office on Fridays  at 22, Viewfield Street, Stirling, Tel: 01786 446515.  You can visit my website at www.annemcguiremp.org.uk, or email me on my new parliamentary email address   anne.mcguire.mp@parliament.uk
