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Last week I had the pleasure of speaking at a European Conference of dermatologists held in Stirling.  The conference delegates were doctors who specialise in the use of photodynamic therapy which has been shown to have tremendous success rates in the treatment of various kinds of malignant and non malignant skin cancers.  Skin cancer is now the most prevalent cancer in Scotland.  We even out do Australia in this unhealthy league.  When I was researching for the Conference, I discovered that there is a view that our weather may have something to do with the increase in numbers.  Perversely, because we get so little sun, when it does come out, we are out there soaking it up.  We have all probably been there – a day of sun, three days of agony with lobster red peeling skin, and then the tan – that lovely healthy glow.  When we go on holiday in the sunny climes of Europe we do it for a fortnight.  Although not the only cause of skin cancer, these actions in parallel with our fair skin, apparently account for some the dramatic increase.  The ‘peely wally’ complexion might not look as healthy as the glow of a tan, but it appears to be much safer.

Immigration has been in the news recently and not all the news has been positive, and I am not talking about ministerial careers here. There appears to be a vested interest in some quarters to inflame the situation, creating an environment where it is difficult to have a rational discussion on the subject.  Of course, illegal immigration abuses need to be stamped out. However, we should also remember that Britain has long welcomed legal migrants to our country.  Most immigrants have contributed to this country’s development and wealth.  Often they also want to keep links with their background and the culture of the country of their origin, and that is no sin.  The Pakistani community is a case in point.  Many families have settled in Scotland, but still want to keep their customs alive while paying a full part in the life of their adopted country.  The recent Pakistani Family event held in the Albert Hall was such an occasion.  Scottish accents from children dressed in beautifully colourful traditional dress mixed with the language of their grandparent’s homeland; traditionally dressed adults sitting alongside young men in fashionable jeans.  One young girl from Stirling enchanted the audience by reciting a poem highlighting how she was proud to be a Scottish Pakistani.  It was a splendid evening and gave those of us who were guests an insight into some of Pakistan’s culture and traditions in a very relaxed and hospitable atmosphere.

Three recent events have reinforced my view that caring and responsible young people are alive and well, with many living in the Stirling area.  The first was the recent Fairtrade event in Wallace High School when young people turned out in their droves to support this important international initiative.

Then last Saturday I had the privilege of being the first woman MP to speak to the Queens Badge weekend of the Mid Scotland Area Queen’s Badge Completion Course of the Boys’ Brigade.  Senior members from across the area were at the end of a taxing course and which would see them awarded the highest award of the BB.  The questions and answer session was lively as was the chat over lunch. The young men were a credit to their Brigades, to themselves and their families.  Congratulations to all.

Young people were also the centre of attention at the recent Stirling Schools Orchestra annual concert.    The number of children taking music lessons has increased and the quality of their playing just seems to get better from year to year.  The fiddle orchestra was a great hit this year and their playing would have done credit to the Robbie Shepherd Show!  Next year Stirling Council will extend the cover of music tuition, so I am looking forward to the 2005 concert already. 

 Three different events involving hundreds of Stirling’s young people of whom we can truly be proud.

Finally, the public meeting in Bannockburn was another step in the consultation between the power companies and local communities.  There was fairly robust questioning of the development and the motives behind it. SSE and Scottish Power have plenty to think about as they move on to the next stage of developing their plans.  As I said at the meeting, these consultations needs to be meaningful and transparent, otherwise local people will feel badly let down. For our part, Sylvia Jackson and I will be meeting with other MPs and MSPs along the route of the line to ensure that changes and campaigns in one area do not work to the disadvantage of the communities in Stirling.

Both Sylvia Jackson MSP and I can be contacted at the Parliamentary Advice Office at 22, Viewfield Street, FK8 1UA, telephone 01786 446515. If you have access, you can e-mail me at mcguirea@parliament.uk or visit my web-site at www.AnneMcGuireMP.org.uk 
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