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High Business Start-ups & Low Unemployment Shows Strength of Local Economy
One of the highest business start-up rates in the country along with low unemployment have again shown the strength of Stirling’s economy.  Stirling MP, Anne McGuire, has welcomed the figures as a clear sign of continuing business confidence.
Figures from the Committee of Scottish Clearing Banks (CSCB) have shown that Stirling constituency had the 4th highest business start-up rate in Scotland in 2002, with only constituencies in the centre of Glasgow and Edinburgh toping Stirling’s 382 total.  Unemployment in Scotland is also continuing to decline, reaching a historic low, with a 23,000 fall over the last year, while unemployment in Stirling remains below the national average at 3.6%.
Commenting on the figures Stirling MP, Anne McGuire, said

“The creation of new businesses is a good indicator of the confidence and strength of the local economy.  Last year 382 new businesses were set-up in Stirling constituency, a total eclipsed only by constituencies in the centre of Glasgow and Edinburgh.

I am glad that these figures confirm that business confidence in Stirling remains strong.  City status has also given Stirling a boost and I know many new businesses see the potential our new city has.”
Mrs McGuire also highlighted the continuing fall in unemployment across Scotland, which has saw figures reach record low levels.

“Across Scotland unemployment has fallen dramatically from when Labour came to power in 1997.  There has been a massive 43% drop in Stirling, while long-term unemployment has virtually been wiped out.  Overall Stirling’s unemployment figure again remains below the national average and employment remains at a historic high levels.
The policies put in place since 1997 have moved Britain away from Tory boom and bust economics, and despite a global economic downturn the UK has faired well.  Both Stirling, and Scotland as a whole, are clearly benefiting from the stability of UK macroeconomic policy.”
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